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1. Purpose 
This Management Statement describes the long-term ownership objectives of Miller Creek Wildlife 
Area and sets out the broad management policies for the property. 

2. Property Description 

2.1. Legal Description 

Township Lot(s) Concession Roll Number Size (ha) 

Selwyn 
1181 7th 
Line, Pt Lot 
16 N Pt 

6 151602000754300 16.19 

Selwyn 

6th Line, Pt Lt 
14, RP 
45R2555 Part 
7 & 8 

6 151602000753400 53.15 

   Total hectares: 69.34 
 
2.2. Biophysical Description 

The 69.34 hectares of Miller Creek Wildlife Area consist of mostly marshland and swamp. Miller 
Creek is a slow moving, meandering creek that is surrounded by a wide and marshy floodplain. 
Miller Creek Wildlife Area functions as a source for Miller Creek, which runs from the 
southeastern corner to the northwestern corner of the property. 

Miller Creek Wildlife Area provides a wide variety of different land types including creeks, 
ponds, sedge and cattail marshes, shrub wetlands, deciduous and conifer swamps, and small 
areas of upland agricultural and forested areas. The land surrounding the property also consists 
of similar wetland pockets as well as agricultural and forested areas. 

Miller Creek Wildlife Area supports a great diversity of species which includes fish, reptiles and 
mammals, as well as approximately 170 different species of birds. Significant species observed 
on the property include the Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) which has a status of Special 
Concern. Species that are considered rare in the Peterborough area, the Cooper’s hawk 
(Accipiter cooperii) and the Mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus), have also been observed on the 
property. In addition more than 250 different species of plants have been identified including 
the rare Ram’s Head Lady Slipper. 

Overall, the property is able to support a diverse range of wildlife and plants which makes it an 
important habitat. This significance has led to the designation of Miller Creek Wildlife Area as a 
Class 1 wetland and a provincially significant wetland. It is also considered to be a regionally 
significant staging and production area for waterfowl. Under the ownership and management of 
Otonabee Conservation (ORCA), the property’s ability to support wildlife and to be a source for 
the Miller Creek system can be protected and enhanced. 

  



2.3. Cultural Description 

Miller Creek Wildlife Area ensures the protection and proper management of the natural 
wetland complex, forests and wildlife resources. The protection of this property is important to 
the plants and animals that depend on the habitat it provides. The protection of the wetland is 
also critical to the surrounding land owners who depend on the supply of groundwater. 

Miller Creek Wildlife Area is managed as a multi-use property and provides a scenic location for 
outdoor recreational activities. Members of the public can access the property to participate in 
activities such as hiking, nature and wildlife viewing, and cross-country skiing. The natural state 
of the property also provides opportunities for conservation education, interpretation and 
scientific research. The property is heavily used by the Peterborough Field Naturalists Club for 
bird watching and other forms of nature study. 

2.4. Additional Background Information 

Miller Creek Wildlife Area was purchased in two separate transactions; one in 1964 and the 
other in 1977. The Province of Ontario and the Nature Conservancy of Canada provided funding 
for the acquisition of the property. The entire property is located within the Otonabee 
Conservation regulated area and is therefore subject to Regulation 167. 

3. Ownership Objectives 
There are several objectives associated with the continued ownership of Miller Creek Wildlife Area. 
These objectives align with ORCA’s Management of Authority Owned Lands Policy. Through the 
continued ownership of the property by ORCA, these objectives will continue to be met. 

The Primary objective is to protect and conserve the natural heritage of the area. A large portion of 
the property is classified as a Class 1 Provincially Significant Wetland and also provides a diverse 
variety of habitat which supports a great diversity of species. 

The secondary objective is to provide public access and outdoor recreation. Members of the public 
can access the property and participate in recreational activities while experiencing the natural 
environment. 

Furthermore the wetland within Miller Creek Wildlife Area contributes largely in providing water 
storage for the Miller Creek watershed. This is crucial for some neighbouring landowners who 
depend on the groundwater supply in the area. 

4. Management Policies 

4.1. Land Acquisition 

Additional land acquisition will be considered for property’s directly adjacent to existing Miller 
Creek Wildlife Area boundary. The acquisition of the adjacent wetland parcels would more 
completely capture the wetland boundaries. 

 



4.2. Property Tax Incentive Programs 

Miller Creek Wildlife Area is currently enrolled in the Conservation Lands Tax Incentive Program 
(CLTIP). This has been deemed appropriate and the property will continue to participate in this 
program. 

4.3. Third Party Agreements 

A third party agreement is in place between Otonabee Conservation and the Peterborough Field 
Naturalists Club. Under this agreement, ORCA maintains full responsibility for the creek 
channels as well as flood and erosion control. The Peterborough Field Naturalists Club will be 
responsible for the general maintenance of the property. 

4.4. Permitted Activities 

Activities permitted at Miller Creek Wildlife Area include hiking, nature appreciation, and cross-
country skiing. 

Scientific research is also permitted on the property. Permits will be administered through the 
ORCA administrative office. 

4.5. Stewardship Activities 

Miller Creek Wildlife Area will continue to be managed for its intended purposes of land 
conservation for protection, water quality, forest resources, and wildlife habitat. The property 
will continue to be accessible to the public. 

5. Infrastructure and Services 

5.1. Infrastructure 

Infrastructure on Miller Creek Wildlife Area includes an observation tower, a bridge, entrance 
and interpretive signage, boardwalks, bird watching blind, gates, fencing, and parking area. 

Entrance signage, and liability and permitted uses signage will be installed and maintained at 
known points of entry and along property boundaries. Gates and fencing will be installed and 
maintained to control unauthorized access on property. 

5.2. Services 

Services provided at Miller Creek Wildlife Area include hiking, nature and wildlife viewing, 
interpretive signage, parking, and general property maintenance. Historically there has been no 
entrance fee to enter the property. And there is no plan to introduce fees for this area. 

 



Appendix A: Property Management Summary 

 

Property Summary: Miller Creek Wildlife Area 
Property Description 
Legal Description - Township/Municipality – Selwyn 

- Total size- 69.34 Hectares 
- Acquisition Date – 1964 and 1977 

Biophysical Description - Home to a significant number species of endangered and rare wildlife. 
- 20 species of mammals, 170 species of birds, 16 species of reptiles and 6 species of fish. 

Cultural Description - Property is used by the public for bird watching, nature study. 
- The protection of the wetland is critical to surrounding land owners who depend on the supply of 

groundwater. 
Additional Background 
Information 

- Entire property is subject to Regulation 167 
- Province of Ontario and the Nature Conservancy of Canada provided funding to purchase property 

Ownership Objectives 
Objectives - To provide a passive recreational area and to preserve habitat 
Management Policies 
Land Acquisition - Yes, potential to expand the wetland outside existing property boundary by acquiring adjacent land 
Property Tax Incentive Programs - Continue to be enrolled in Conservation Lands Tax Incentive Program (CLTIP). 
Third Party Agreements - Agreement for general property maintenance with Peterborough Field Naturalists Club. 
Permitted Activities - Hiking, bird watching, nature study and other non-invasive activities  
Stewardship Activities - Continue to be managed for its intended purposes of land conservation for protection of water 

quality, forest resources, and wildlife habitat. 
- Property will continue to be accessible to the public. 

Infrastructure & Services 
Infrastructure - Observation tower, bridge, boardwalks, bird watching blind, hiking trails, entrance and interpretive 

signage, gates, fencing, and parking area. 
Services - Hiking, nature and wildlife viewing, interpretive signage, parking, and general property maintenance. 
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