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1. Purpose 
This Management Statement describes the long-term ownership objectives of Harold Town 
Conservation Area and sets out the broad management policies for the property. 

2. Property Description 
2.1 Legal Description 

Township Address Lot(s) Conc. Roll Number Size (ha) 

Otonabee-South 
Monaghan 2611 Old Norwood Rd. 

Pt Lots 29 & 30 
RP 45R5472 
Parts 1 to 4 

10 150601000509700 130.5 

2.2 Biophysical Description 
Harold Town Conservation Area is in close proximity to several significant wetland areas. These 
include Meade Creek Wetland Complex and Downer’s Corners Wetland Complex, which are 
both provincially significant, as well as Burnham East Wetland which is designated as being 
regionally significant. Harold Town Conservation Area also contains two thirds of the Meade 
Creek Drumlin which has been classified as a provincial Earth Science Area of Natural and 
Scientific Interest (ANSIs). Meade Creek Drumlin is part of the Peterborough Drumlin Field and 
has been identified as a significant natural heritage feature within the Otonabee Conservation 
watershed. 

This property also contains a diverse mixture of upland and lowland ecosystems which provide 
habitat for a wide variety of species. Waterfowl and certain songbirds depend on this property 
and the surrounding the wetlands for foraging and nesting. These include the provincially 
significant species Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris) and Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus). 
There have also been sightings of Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) whose numbers are 
decreasing in North America and is considered to be a rare species within Peterborough 
County. 

2.3 Cultural Description 
Harold Town Conservation Area has seen a diverse history over the past two centuries. During 
the mid-1800s the property functioned as an apple orchard and in the 1880s was used as 
agriculture land and for cattle farming. Several stone foundations from former homesteads and 
barns remain on the property which date back to the late 1800s. The local militia used the 
north west of portion of the property as an artillery range in the early to mid-1900s. 

In the 1970s a ski hill was operated on the north and east face of the Meade Creek Drumlin 
named Cedar Mountain Ski Resort. The ski hill operation included several ski lifts, ski chalet, 
maintenance shed and snow making equipment which has all been removed since Otonabee 
Conservation acquired the land in the early 1990s. Additionally in the 1970s an airplane hangar 
and private airstrip were constructed at the western base of the drumlin. The hangar was later 
converted into a motorcycle and snowmobile business. Trails were also established on the 
property that was used by snowmobiles and off-road motorcycles. 

 

In 1994 the land was bequeathed to Otonabee Conservation by Canadian painter Harold Town 
after his passing in 1990. The property was later named Harold Town Conservation Area in his 



 

memory.. It was at the request of Town’s estate that the property remains in a natural state. 
Therefore, it was decided that Otonabee Conservation would manage the property to protect 
its significant natural features and functions. Management would also include the provision of 
opportunities for scientific research, education, fish and wildlife habitat improvement and 
passive outdoor recreation. This includes mountain biking, hiking, nature and wildlife viewing 
and cross-country skiing. 

More recently in 2014 Otonabee Conservation established a marked non-motorized trail 
system on the property. The trails were constructed with the assistance from local mountain 
bike enthusiasts, volunteers and the Peterborough Cycling Club. The trails were originally 
created specific to mountain biking however they are accessed by for other permitted uses. 
Harold Town Conservation Area has become a well know destination for mountain biking in the 
Peterborough and Kawartha’s and attracts visitors from other areas. 

2.4 Additional Background Information 
Harold Town purchased the property in 1976 at that time referred to as Old Orchard Farm was 
used as his personal retreat until he passed away in 1990. 

The entire property is located within the Otonabee Conservation regulated area and is 
therefore subject to Ontario Regulation 167/06.  

3. Ownership Objectives 
There are two objectives associated with the continued ownership of Harold Town Conservation 
Area. These objectives align with Otonabee Conservation’s Management of Authority Owned Lands 
Policy. Through the continued ownership of the property by Otonabee Conservation, these 
objectives will continue to be met. 

The primary objective is to protect and conserve the natural heritage of the area. The property is 
associated with several significant wetland complexes and it contains a wide range of habitat types 
that support diversity of wildlife species. In addition, the property contains a portion of the Meade 
Creek Drumlin which is a provincial Earth Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest. 

The secondary objective is to provide public access and outdoor recreation. Members of the public 
can access the property and participate in a variety of recreational activities while experiencing the 
natural environment. 

4. Management Policies 
4.1 Land Acquisition 

Additional land acquisition for Harold Town Conservation Area is not planned at this time. 

4.2 Property Tax Incentive Programs 
Harold Town Conservation Area is currently enrolled in the Conservation Lands Tax Incentive 
Program (CLTIP). This has been deemed appropriate and the property will continue to 
participate in this program. 

4.3 Third Party Agreements 
Commencing in late 2017 there will be an agreement established with a third party 
organization. The agreement will allow for the maintenance, improvements and construction 



 

of trails and trail infrastructure within designated portions of the property. All changes and 
improvements to the property will require approval by Otonabee Conservation prior to 
commencement. 

4.4 Permitted Activities 
Permitted activities at Harold Town Conservation Area include mountain biking, hiking, cross-
country skiing and snowshoeing. Horseback riding requires a permit. Hunting, trapping and 
operation of motorized vehicles such as ATV’s, motorcycles and snowmobiles are prohibited. 

4.5 Stewardship Activities 
Harold Town Conservation Area will continue to be managed for its intended purposes of land 
conservation for protection, water quality, forest resources, and wildlife habitat. The property 
will continue to be accessible to the public. 

 

5. Infrastructure and Services 
 
5.1 Infrastructure 

Infrastructure at Harold Town Conservation Area includes gates, fencing, a gravel parking lot, 
concrete storage building, picnic tables and a portable toilet (May-Oct). Trail infrastructure 
includes wooden bridges and boardwalks incorporated as part of the trail system. 

Entrance signage, and liability and permitted uses signage will be installed and maintained at 
known points of entry and along property boundaries. Gates and fencing will be installed or 
where existing replaced and maintained to control unauthorized access on property. Trail 
infrastructure will be replaced or removed as required. 

Otonabee Conservation is considering the addition of new infrastructure in the next 3-5 years 
including a permanent vault toilet, picnic shelter and expansion of the gravel parking area. 

5.2 Services 
Services provided at Harold Town Conservation Area include multi-use trail system, public 
parking, portable toilet (May –Oct), and general property maintenance. There is no entrance 
fee to enter this property. 

 



 

 

Property Summary: Harold Town Conservation Area 
Property Description 
Legal Description - Township/Municipality – Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan 

- Total size- 130.5 hectares 
- Acquisition Date – 1992 

Biophysical Description - Area of Natural and Scientific interest (ANSIs) 
- Habitat for migratory birds and White-tailed deer 

Cultural Description - Marked multi-use trail system, well known for mountain biking in Peterborough and the Kawarthas 
- Has an extensive history of uses (apple orchard, agriculture, ski hill and militia gun range) 

Additional Background Information - Property was left to Otonabee Conservation by Mr. Harold Town 
- Property is subject to Regulation 167 

Ownership Objectives 
Objectives - Provide the public with recreational opportunities. 

- Preserve and protect natural heritage features. 
Management Policies 
Land Acquisition - No further land acquisition planned at this time 
Property Tax Incentive Programs - Continue to be enrolled in the Conservation Lands Tax Incentive Program (CLTIP). 
Third Party Agreements - 2017 - Agreement with third party organization to maintain, improve and construct trails and trail 

infrastructure within designated portions of the property. 
Permitted Activities - Mountain biking, hiking, cross-country skiing,  

- Horseback riding with permit. 
Stewardship Activities - Continue to be managed for its intended purposes of land conservation for protection of water 

quality, forest resources, and wildlife habitat. 
- Property will continue to be accessible to the public. 

Infrastructure & Services 
Infrastructure - Gates, fencing, gravel parking lot, concrete storage building, picnic tables and portable toilet 
Services - Mountain biking, hiking, nature and wildlife viewing, interpretive signage, parking, and general 

property maintenance. 

Appendix A: Property Management Summary 
 



 

Appendix B: Property Map 
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