
PROGRAM PROFILE



Otonabee Conserva�on is a member of Conserva�on Ontario, the umbrella 
organiza�on that represents Ontario’s 36 Conserva�on Authori�es who raises 
awareness of the network at the community and provincial levels.  

Conserva�on Ontario also works to build rela�onships and influence decision 
makers as it relates to the development and expansion of the Conserva�on 
Authority program.



OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

PROGRAM DIRECTION

A healthy natural environment where communi�es 
thrive.

To be a leader in the Otonabee Region waterhsed 
for the conserva�on, protec�on, and 
enhancement of a healthy, natural environment.

Otonabee Conserva�on is a locally-focused, community-based environmental agency that 
protects, restores, and manages the natural resources within the Otonabee Region 
watershed. Otonabee Conserva�on works with its eight member municipali�es to create 
a healthy, environmentally-diverse watershed that improves the quality of life for 
residents, makes our area more appealing to visitors and new business, and helps to 
ensure a more vibrant regional economy.

Conserva�on Authori�es across the province protect the environment on a watershed 
basis. Our land and water resources are connected and impact each other, so managing 
these resources on a watershed basis is recognized as the best way to protect the 
environment.

Otonabee Conserva�on delivers programs and services that support the sustainability of 
the environment, within the physical and economic context of the watershed and in 
considera�on of the social, cultural, and economic aspira�ons of its residents. 

Otonabee Conserva�on works closely with its member municipali�es, watershed 
residents, and many partnership agencies to achieve program outcomes that balance a 
diversity of needs and local conserva�on priori�es.



We protect life and property from flooding and other natural hazards.

NATURAL HAZARDS

PLAN REVIEW & PERMITTING

FLOOD PLAIN MAPPING

FLOOD FORECASTING & WARNING

DAM OPERATIONS

We deliver the Authority’s permi�ng 
responsibili�es, ensuring compliance to Ontario 
Regula�on 167/06 and related policies, with 
�mely customer service and appropriate 
enforcement ac�on.

We meet the Authority’s delegated responsibility 
to represent the provincial interest in natural 
hazards through �mely engagement with member 
municipali�es in the review of applica�ons under 
the Planning Act.

We acquire and maintain floodplain mapping to 
be�er understand flood risks thoughout our 
watershed.

We operate a flood forecas�ng and warning 
system to ensure that residents and municipali�es 
are aware of poten�al flood-related events in a 
�mely manner; during storm events, we support 
municipally-led emergency response.

We monitor watershed condi�ons to detect low 
water condi�ons and support the Otonabee 
Region Water Response Team in responding to low 
water events.

We deliver water safety and natural hazard  
educa�on programs to keep our watershed 
residents aware of how to prevent and respond to 
natural hazareds that may impact them.We operate and maintain water and ice control 

structures ensuring that they are in safe working 
order and that public safety measures are in place.

Millbrook Dam, 2019

We safeguard people and property from flooding and other natural hazards.



DRINKING WATER SOURCE PROTECTION

We implement water quality and quan�ty 
monitoring programs in partnership with various 
provincial agencies.

We support municipali�es in the Otonabee- 
Peterborough Source Protec�on Authority to 
implement the policies of the Trent Source 
Protec�on Plan and meet the requirements of the 
Clean Water Act.

We provide administra�ve support to the 
Otonabee-Peterborough Source Protec�on 
Authority to meet all of their obliga�ons under the 
Trent Source Protec�on Plan and the Clean Water 
Act

We fulfill the Authority’s obliga�ons outlined in 
the agreements with municipali�es to:

Enforce Part IV of the Clean Water Act 
through ac�vi�es of the Risk Management 
Office and to ensure compliance with the 
Trent Source Protec�on Plan and the Clean 
Water Act.

Develop and implement an Educa�on and 
Outreach Program, as required by the Trent 
Source Protec�on Plan policies.

We contribute to the maintenance of a healthy and resilient natural environment.

We contribute to the protec�on of exis�ng and future sources of municipal 
drinking water by delivering the du�es, func�ons, and responsibili�es of a 
source protec�on authority under the Clean Water Act.



CONSERVATION LANDS

CONSERVATION LANDS MANAGEMENT WARSAW CAVES CONSERVATION AREA

BEAVERMEAD CAMPGROUND

We ensure the proper management and 
stewardship of 10,300 acres of land owned by the 
Authority.

We operate several free day-use conserva�on 
areas for outdoor recrea�on ac�vi�es including 
hiking, biking, geo-caching, nature viewing, 
boa�ng, picnicking, fishing, and swimming. 

We operate Warsaw Caves Conserva�on Area for 
day-use ac�vi�es including hiking, biking, 
geo-caching, nature viewing, boa�ng, picnicking, 
fishing, swimming, spelunking, and group and 
family camping. This includes canoe rentals and 
retail sales for items such as ice, firewood, and 
headlamps.

We operate Beavermead Campground for group, 
public, and seasonal camping, on behalf of the City 
of Peterborough. This includes canoe rentals and 
retail sales fo items such as firewood, and ice.

We provide recrea�onal opportuni�es in the natural environment.

Warsaw Caves Conserva�on Area, 2016

We manage and conserve lands owned by the Authority for the protec�on of biodiversity 
and natural heritage including the preserva�on of areas of significant environmental and 
ecological importance; we also provide opportuni�es for outdoor recrea�on.



NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION

EDUCATION & STEWARDSHIP
NATURAL HERITAGE PLANT REVIEW & 
MONITORING

We support landowners to undertake stewardship 
ac�vi�es on their lands that enhance the natural 
environment. 

We develop, promote, and deliver events that foster 
awareness of the watershed environment and 
watershed health.

We support environmental educa�on through a 
variety of experien�al learning opportuni�es.

CORPORATE SERVICES

We build awareness and understanding of the value of the natural environment.

We fulfill the Authority’s obliga�ons in its 
Partnership Agreements with member 
municipali�es to provide technical review and 
exper�se on natural heritage ma�ers. 

We assist the municipali�es in making 
environmentally sound decisions on Planning Act 
applica�ons

At the request of our member municipali�es, we 
undertake post-development monitoring programs 
and conduct research and technical studies.

Tree Plan�ng at Baxter Creek, 2019

We advance and contribute to the maintenance of a healthy and 
resilient natural environment.

We ensure the effec�ve and efficient delivery of program and services

We support the Board of Directors in mee�ng its 
legislated mandate and responsibili�es.

We provide the necessary administra�ve and support 
services for the efficient and effec�ve opera�on of the 
Authority for services such as payroll, purchasing, 
financial, human resources, IT, GIS, vehicle, equipment 
and facility management.

We provide communica�ons and marke�ng to ensure 
our watershed residents are aware of our programs 
and services.



250 Milroy Drive
Peterborough, Ontario, K9H 7M9

Tel: (705) 745-5791
Fax: (705) 745-7488
Email: otonabeeca@otonabee.com 

@OtonabeeC
otonabeeconserva�on.com


