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Year in Review

Report to the
Watershed Community

Our Vision:
A HEALTHY natural environment where communities THRIVE
The Otonabee Region watershed supports a population of over 102,000
residents, with approximately 71% living within the City of Peterborough.
Member municipalities served by Otonabee Conservation include AsphodelNorwood, Cavan Monaghan, Douro-Dummer, Otonabee-South Monaghan,
Selwyn, Trent Hills, City of Kawartha Lakes and the City of Peterborough.

Our Mission:
To be a LEADER in the Otonabee Region watershed for the CONSERVATION,
PROTECTION and ENHANCEMENT of a healthy, natural environment.
Within the physical and economic context of the watershed and in consideration
of the social, cultural and economic aspirations of its residents, Otonabee
Conservation delivers programs and services that support the sustainability of
the environment. We work with our member municipalities, watershed residents
and businesses to achieve outcomes that balance the diversity of needs.

What we do:
• Safeguard people and property from flooding and other natural hazards
• Contribute to the maintenance of a healthy and resilient natural environment
• Provide recreational opportunities in the natural environment
• Build awareness and understanding of the value of the natural environment

Message from the Chair
and Chief Administrative Officer
On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of Otonabee Conservation we are pleased to present you with an
overview of our accomplishments in 2017 in this Report to the Watershed Community.
The past year was a very active year in all of our program and service areas. We exceeded records in the number
of permits we issued and the land use planning files we reviewed, in the numbers of visitors we hosted at our
conservation areas and campgrounds and in the number of participants in our education programs.
The passing of significant amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act, the approval of amendments to the
Growth Plan and new provincial direction on the conservation of wetlands and the protection of natural heritage
systems signalled the Province’s commitment to building better communities and conserving watersheds.
Otonabee Conservation is well positioned to advance the modernization of the Conservation Authorities Act and
enhance existing programs and services to address growing environmental pressures such as climate change.
Our accomplishments in 2017 would not have been possible if it weren’t for the support of our member
municipalities, our partner agencies, our dedicated staff, volunteers and event participants. Thank you to all for
your support and encouragement.
On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff we hope you find this reflection on the past year informative.
Please let us know what you think of our work in 2017 and your thoughts for the future.
Yours in conservation,

Andy Mitchell							
Chair of the Board 						

Dan Marinigh
Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary-Treasurer		

2017 Board of Directors
Township of Asphodel-Norwood 		
Mayor Terry Low
Township of Cavan Monaghan 		
Councillor Ryan Huntley
Township of Douro-Dummer 		
Deputy Mayor Karl Moher
City of Kawartha Lakes 			
Councillor Heather Stauble
Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan
Reeve David Nelson
City of Peterborough 			
Mayor Daryl Bennett
Councillor Andrew Beamer
Councillor Don Vassiliadis
Township of Selwyn 				
Andy Mitchell (Chair)
Deputy Mayor Sherry Senis (Vice-Chair)
Municipality of Trent Hills 			
Mayor Bob Crate

2017 Student Placements
Otonabee Conservation was pleased to welcome
the involvement of seven students through work
education placements; the
students were from Thomas A. Stewart
Secondary School, St. Peter’s Catholic Secondary
School, Fleming College and Trent University.

Otonabee Conservation
Staff
Corporate Services
Dan Marinigh,
Chief Administrative Officer/Secretary-Treasurer
Denyse Landry, Manager, Corporate Services
Kim Duke, Administrative Assistant
Kathy Reid, Coordinator,
Communications and Marketing
Plan Review and Development Services
Jennifer Clinesmith, Manager
Beverly Hurford, Watershed Planner
Don Allin, Regulations and Enforcement Officer
Jasmine Gibson, Planning and Development Officer
Ian Boland (departed May)
Engineering Technologist
Neil MacFarlane (joined August)
Engineering Technologist
Nicole McEwan (joined June)
Water Resources Engineering Analyst
Lori Moloney, Administrative Assistant
Watershed Management Program
Meredith Carter, Manager
Erin McGauley, Watershed Biologist
Gordon Earle, Water Resources Technologist
Terri Cox, Risk Management Official / Inspector
Conservation Lands Program
Jessie James, Manager
Terry Wiegard,
Supervisor, Warsaw Caves Conservation Area
Bruce Flemons,
Supervisor, Beavermead Campground

Activity
635

pre-consultations provided

292

permits issued under the
Development, Interference with
Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines
and Watercourses - Ontario Regulation
167/06

56

PLAN REVIEW
AND PERMITTING SERVICES

359

Otonabee Conservation performs a number of important
roles in the land use planning and development process. In
these roles, Otonabee Conservation derives its authority
from the Conservation Authorities Act and its associated
Regulations, and indirectly, from the Planning Act.

land and legal inquiries were answered

files under the Planning Act were
reviewed:
5 subdivisions
98 severences
17 Official Plan amendments
85 Zoning bylaw amendments
126 minor variances
28 site plans

6

Environmental Assessment reviews
were completed

Otonabee Conservation is the approval authority for
development and/or activity applications submitted
for approval under the ‘Regulation of Development,
Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines
and Watercourses’ (Ontario Regulation 167/06) under the
Conservation Authorities Act. Approvals are granted in the
form of a permission (commonly known as a permit).
In terms of planning, Otonabee Conservation has been
delegated responsibility from the province to review and
comment on planning issues that are related to natural
hazards. Otonabee Conservation further acts as a service
provider to the municipalities within our watershed by
providing technical peer review of reports and advice in the
areas of natural heritage and water resources.
Through an arrangement with the Ontario Ministry of
Municipal Affairs, Otonabee Conservation secured federal
funding through the National Disaster Mitigation Program
to initiate an update of the floodplain mapping for Meade
Creek, Curtis Creek and the Kawartha Lakes.

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
Flood Forecasting and Warning

The Otonabee Region watershed entered 2017 with a
Level 2 Low Water Condition in effect – the watershed
had been experiencing low water conditions since midJune 2016. The Level 2 condition was finally lifted on April
21st, 2017.
Mild winter weather caused a Flood Watch to be issued
in February. Thankfully, the mild weather allowed for
the infiltration of rain and melted snow into the ground,
helping to restore surface and groundwater resources.
The spring freshet continued and our watershed was
under a Flooding Warning for 18 consecutive days in April
and 21 consecutive days in May.

Activity
30

flood related messages were issued

1,711

students participated in the Spring
Water Awareness Program

39

days in April-May the watershed region
was under a Flood Warning

Otonabee Conservation Flood Duty Officers maintained
regular contact with our partners in water management
and community emergency management throughout the
year.

Source Water Protection

2017 marked the second year of implementation for the
Trent Source Protection Plan, with significant progress
being made towards compliance with policies in the
plan. Risk Management Plans were initiated, updates to
municipal official plans were completed, and efforts to
raise awareness about the importance of protecting the
source of municipal drinking water supplies continued.

280

New Drinking Water Protection Zone signs were
installed on roads near municipal drinking water sources
throughout the watershed as a reminder that protecting
the quality fo our water is a shared responsibility.
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The Otonabee-Peterborough Municipal Working Group
was re-established to engage members in a review of the
Trent Source Protection Plan policies and providing input
and feedback to the Trent Conservation Coalition Source
Protection Committee.

active files under the Clean Water Act

152

Notices issued under the Clean Water
Act

Agreements with municipalities for
enforcement of Part IV of the Clean
Water Act and education and outreach

Watershed Monitoring

Watershed monitoring activities focus on collecting
environmental data and using it to evaluate and report
on existing conditions, and to establish priorities for
watershed protection and rehabilitation. Otonabee
Conservation collected 169 water samples from 39 sites
across the watershed for analysis as part of the Provincial
Water Quality Monitoring Network and the Provincial
Groundwater Monitoring Network in partnership with the
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change.

Stewardship

Otonabee Conservation’s stewardship programs enhance
or restore habitat and natural heritage features through
activities such as tree planting, shoreline restoration and
the creation and enhancement of pollinator habitat.

Activity
54

years that Otonabee Conservation has
been participating in the Provincial
Water Quality Monitoring Program

8,025

tree seedlings purchased by private
landowners under the Tree Seedling
Sales program

16,500

trees planted through the Tree Canada
National Greening Program

In 2017, Otonabee Conservation launched a new Tree
Seedling Sales program which was very well received by
private landowners.
With financial support from the Great Lakes Guardians
Fund and in partnership with the Association for
Canadian Educational Resources Riparian Rangers
program, Otonabee Conservation engaged youth in the
planting and survival assessment of over 1,200 trees,
shrubs and wildflowers along watercourses including the
Otonabee River, Bear’s Creek and Cavan Creek.

Education

Over 5,000 students, community residents, visitors and
partners were engaged in events and activities designed
to enhance awareness and understanding of the natural
environment. They included Discovery Days, Be a
Watershed Steward, Envirothon and the Peterborough
Children’s Water Festival.
New in 2017 was the opportunity to partner with the
Riverview Park and Zoo and host the Bondar Challenge,
encouraging youth to examine the environment through
the lens of a camera. We also partnered with Fleming
College to host a delegation from the Yellow River
Conservancy Technical Institute, Henan Province, China.

1,003

students participated in the Be a
Watershed Steward education program
delivered in partnership with Camp
Kawartha

489

youth participated in the Yellow Fish
Road storm drain marking program
in three municipalities, a partnership
program with Trout Unlimited Canada

CONSERVATION LANDS
In 2017, Otonabee Conservation embarked upon a
program to develop management statements for all of
its properties. Each statement describes the long-term
ownership and management objectives and associated
stewardship activities for the property. Management
statements were approved for the Miller Creek Wildlife
Area, Darling Wildlife Area, and Selwyn Beach Conservation Area; an additional five management statements
were approved for public consultation.
A number of infrastructure projects were completed in
2017 including: the removal of surplus buildings at the
Squirrel Creek Conservation Area and the Darling Wildlife Area; the removal of the floating dock at Imagine the
Marsh Conservation Area; the replacement of the ice
boom on Jackson Creek; and, the enlargement of the day
use public parking area at the Warsaw Caves Conservation Area and Campground.
Over 1,200 participants enjoyed the 2017 Discovery
Days series of family-friendly explorations and activities
featuring the natural environment of the watershed
region during the celebratory year of Ontario’s 150th
birthday.
A new arrangement was initiated with the Peterborough
Nordic Club, with the Club grooming the Jackson Creek
Trail for cross-country skiing and the enjoyment of other
users of the trail through the winter months.
The engineering and design for the reconstruction of the
Millbrook Dam was finalized. The Government of Canada
and the Province of Ontario have provided Otonabee
Conservation with $1.1 million each through the Building Canada Fund - Small Communities Fund in support
of the reconstruction of the Millbrook Dam. Otonabee
Conservation is responsible for all remaining costs of the
approved project budget, with the Township of Cavan
Monaghan contributing the majority share.

Visitor Highlights
29,158

visitors to the Warsaw Caves
Conservation Area and Campground

19,281

campers welcomed at Beavermead
Campground

200

participants enjoy International Trails
Day celebrations at the Harold Town
Conservation Area

56

permits were issued to hunters for
access to hunt select wildlife areas

200

people joined the national celebration
of The Great Trail on the Jackson Creek
Trail, August 26th

CELEBRATING ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE
Each year, we showcase our appreciation to the outstanding people, organizations and businesses who have
demonstrated a commitment to making our watershed region a place where communities thrive by presenting
our Environmental Excellence Awards. Otonabee Conservation Chair, Andy Mitchell, and Vice-Chair, Sherry
Senis, presented the awards on behalf of the conservation authority.

Olivia Handley and Meaghen Thompson
Conservationist Award
Olivia and Meaghen are ambassadors for conservation having
taken active leadership roles to engage others in environmental
projects, increasing environmental awareness and securing
funding to assist with habitat improvement projects. The most
recent example of this was the planting of trees at Paul English
Park in Bridgenorth which involved 50 Guide members.

The Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre
Stewardship Award
Under the guidance of Dr. Sue Carstairs, and Board Chair Mandy
St. Germaine, staff and volunteers operate the Ontario Turtle
Conservation Centre. The Centre features a hospital that treats,
rehabilitates, and releases injured turtles back to their natural
habitat. Staff perform extensive research in the field to further
conservation initiatives, and offer an education and outreach
program.

Winslow Gerolamy Motors Ltd.
Business Award
Winslow Gerolamy has donated the use of a cube van enabling
Otonabee Conservation staff to pick-up, store and deliver
thousands of tree seedlings to various planting sites throughout
the watershed. The use of the van lessens our carbon footprint,
reducing the number of trips it would otherwise take for staff to
transport trees. Accepting the award was Andrew Winslow with
Director David Nelson.

A Message from the President
The late Christine Nornabell, Founding Chair of the Otonabee Region Conservation Foundation, was a firm believer that our conservation efforts are an obligation to the present generation and a legacy for the future.
The Foundation was established at the request of the public; local citizens who shared her belief and wanted to
support the work of the Otonabee Region Conservation Authority.
Thanks to your support, we have been able to advance conservation efforts in the Otonabee Region
watershed by graciously accepting, and managing with care, gifts of land and buildings and donations of
funds and historical artifacts. The beneficiary of our work - the Otonabee Region Conservation Authority - is
committed to a healthy natural environment where communities thrive. We can all be very proud of our work
in supporting conservation in our watershed community.
After considerable thought and examination of our capacity to continue, the Board of Directors of the Otonabee
Region Conservation Foundation decided to surrendered the Foundation’s Charter and therefore will no longer
exist as a charitable organization beyond the end of the 2017 calendar year.
Your interest and support of conservation can continue through direct involvement with the Otonabee
Region Conservation Authority. The Conservation Authority has some much needed and exciting
projects on the horizon and I would encourage you to contact them directly or visit their website (www.
otonabeeconservation.com).
Thank you for your support and for your confidence and trust in us over the past 49 years ~
					
					

Yours very truly,

					
					

Richard Raper, R.P.F.
President

Please direct inquiries and comments to:
Otonabee Conservation
250 Milroy Drive
Peterborough, Ontario K9H 7M9
Tel: 705-745-5791
Fax: 705-745-7488
Email: otonabeeca@otonabeeconservation.com
www.otonabeeconservation.com

