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Road salt and  
Snow storage 
 

Protect drinking water sources 
from winter chemicals 

Good Storage Practices 
 

Stored salt can contaminate drinking water sources if 
it is not protected from rain or snowmelt. Facilities 
with bulk salt storage on site, including malls and 
parking lots, should: 
 

  Store salt on a covered, waterproof pad 

  Store liquid de-icing chemicals on waterproof  
      pads in tanks protected by cement posts/walls. 

Environment Canada  
www.ec.gc.ca/sels-salts 
 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-environment-
conservation-parks 
 

Ontario Ministry of Transportation  
www.mto.gov.on.ca 
 

Otonabee  Conservation  
www.otonabeeconservation.com 
 

Ontario  Good Roads Association 
www.ogra.org 
 

Smart About Salt Council 
www.smartaboutsalt.com 
 

Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) 
www.tac-atc.ca 
 

Trent Source Protection Plan 
www.trentsourceprotection.on.ca 
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Additional information from: 
 

Meredith Carter 
Manager, Watershed Management Program 
Otonabee  Conservation   
705-745-5791  x 223 
mcarter@otonabeeconservation.com 
 

Terri Cox  
Risk Management Official & Inspector 
Otonabee-Peterborough Source Protection Area 
Otonabee  Conservation  
705-745-5791  x 219 
tcox@otonabeeconservation.com  

Resources 

Original design and template provided by Raisin Region South Nation Conservation Authority 

With support  

provided by 



www.trentsourceprotection.on.ca 

Activities Involving Road Salt 
 

Salt Storage 
Improperly stored salt can contaminate soil, 
surface water, and groundwater and cause harm 
to fish and aquatic ecosystems.  Stored salt should 
be protected from rain or snowmelt and be 
located where it cannot mix with run-off that 
flows into a watercourse or storm drain. 
 

Snow Disposal 
Plowed snow can contain road salt and other 
contaminants. If plowed snow is dumped into a 
watercourse, it can contaminate drinking water 
sources, harm fish and aquatic ecosystems.  
 

Use on Roadways 
When roads are wetted before application, salt 
adheres better to the road and is more likely to 
remain on the surface which increases road safety 
and decreases the environmental contamination.  
Salt may also be used as dust suppressant on 
gravel roads in the non-winter season. 

Good Practices for Home or Work 
 Use salt alternatives such as sand or non-clumping 

kitty litter. 

 Don’t over salt and use only what’s needed to melt 
the snow or ice on your driveway or sidewalk.  

 Shovel or sweep as soon as possible after or during a 
snowfall to limit snow and ice accumulation. 

  Divert snow away from storm sewers. 

 Pile snow where it won’t melt across paved surfaces 
where it can re-freeze. 

 Apply salt on icy areas only and allow time for it to 
work. Salt doesn’t work below -10 °C. 

 Do not apply salt if it is raining or if rain is expected 
as it will only wash away. 

 Direct downspouts away from driveways and 
sidewalks. 

 Clear storm drains to avoid blockages that can cause 
meltwater to accumulate and freeze. 

 Sweep up loose salt, sand and de-icer to prevent it 
from entering a watercourses in runoff when a melt 
occurs and return to your storage area for future use.  

Road Salt Use and Storage of 
Snow and Road Salt 

The storage and application of road salt, and the 
storage of snow are activities that can contaminate 
drinking water sources.  
 

Practices for achieving safe conditions with 
limited or no salt use include:  
 

 Proactive snow and ice control 

  Pairing salt use with snow removal  

  Using variable application rates based on  
     weather conditions and traffic 

 ‘Smart about Salt’ and/or Ontario Good Roads 
Association training/certification 

 Using carbide reinforced plow blades that confirm 
to the road to more effectively remove snow 

 Using salt alternatives such as sand, sand/salt 
mixes, products with low or no chlorides or other 
de-icers that combine with salt to reduce the 
amount of salt needed.    
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For information on the Risk Management 
Strategy for Road Salts contact  
Environment Canada 
www.ec.gc.ca/sels-salts 


