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Drinking Water Source Protection

The Otonabee-Peterborough Source Protection 
Area is home to some of the best drinking 

water in the world. It’s important to protect 
the surface or groundwater that supplies 
municipal drinking water systems. This is 
called drinking source water protection.

DRINKING WATER SOURCE PROTECTION

Municipal residential drinking 
water systems in the Otonabee-
Peterborough Source Protection 
Area supply drinking water to 
more than 129,000 people, or 

67% of the population.   
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Working together to manage
drinking water threats

WORKING TOGETHER TO MANAGE DRINKING WATER THREATS

Drinking water sources can become 
polluted through everyday activities. These 
activities are considered a drinking water 
threat because pollutants can find their 
way into groundwater through spills or 
leaks, or be washed into rivers and lakes 
by rain and snow.

Working together to manage
drinking water threats
Under the Clean Water Act, a Source 
Protection Plan (SPP) is required. 
The goal of a SPP is for government, 
businesses and residents (owners 
and tenants) to manage activities that 
threaten drinking water sources. 

The vulnerable area around a well is called a Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA).

The vulnerable area around a river or lake intake is called an Intake Protection Zone (IPZ).

Drinking water threats at
home or work include:
Chemicals, de-icing salt and snow storage (i.e.
in parking lots), fuel storage and septic systems.

Drinking water threats around
the farm include:
Fertilizer, fuel storage, nutrients (manure, 
livestock, bio-solids) and pesticides.
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Risk Management Plans
A Risk Management Plan (RMP) is a 
site specific agreement with the Risk 
Management Official that outlines 
measures that individuals will take to 
eliminate the risks associated with a threat 
to drinking water sources. RMPs include:
•  A description of the threat;
•  The location of the threat; and,
•  Risk management measures. 
Risk Management Officials are specially 
trained individuals who enforce SPP 
policies that require a RMP or prohibit 
activity that is a drinking water threat.  



Development Applications

Obtaining a Notice

1.  Contact the RMO or your municipality 
to discuss your proposal and obtain an 
Application for a Notice.

     – Or –

2. Submit a completed application to:
  Terri Cox, Risk Management 

Official,  Otonabee-Peterborough 
Source Protection Area

 Otonabee Conservation
 250 Milroy Drive, Peterborough, ON
   K9H 7M9
 tcox@otonabeeconservation.com
 705-745-5791, ext. 219
 www.otonabeeconservation.com
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DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

 
Township of Asphodel-Norwood
Township of Cavan Monaghan
Township of Douro-Dummer
Township of Otonabee-South Monaghan
Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen
Township of Selwyn
City of Peterborough
Municipality of Trent Lakes

Otonabee Conservation 
provides the services 
of a Risk Management 
Official to the:

Notices under the Clean Water Act

Proposed development of property in a Vulnerable Area (Wellhead Protection Area or Intake 
Protection Zone), requires a Notice from the Risk Management Official (RMO).  Building 
permits, rezoning, minor variances, and plans of subdivision are examples of proposed 
development that cannot receive municipal approval without a Notice.  A Notice may specify 
actions to ensure the drinking water source is protected from drinking water threat activities. 



Protecting drinking water sources
at home and at work

Protecting drinking water sources can be as simple as being more careful of where and how chemicals 
are stored, or using more environmentally friendly materials. It’s better to protect our water sources 

than to try to repair the damage after the fact. Here’s what you can do to help:

Did you know? Common household products, such as cleaning chemicals and pesticides, 
can permanently damage drinking water sources if they are not disposed of properly. 
Contact your municipality for Household Hazardous Waste Depots and hours.
REPORT spills or leaks to the Spills Action Centre 1-800-268-6060

Have septic tanks 
pumped out regularly

Decommission 
old wells

Never pour anything 
down stormwater drains

PROTECTING DRINKING WATER SOURCES AT HOME AND WORK

Don’t over-apply pesticides or fertilizers on gardens

Have your fuel tank inspected 
regularly; safely dispose

of old tanks 

Store and dispose of 
chemicals properly

Don’t over-apply salt on parking lots.
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DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

Protecting drinking water
sources on the farm

The agricultural community has an important role in protecting drinking water sources.
By using environmentally safe farming practices, we can help protect

our valuable drinking water sources for generations to come.

The East Central Farm Stewardship Collaborative is a 
collaborative network of 11 organizations across east 
central Ontario that work together to support on-farm 
stewardship in the region. For more information, visit
www.farmsatwork.ca/ecfsc

Prevent animals from 
congregating in 

wetland areas or near 
creeks and rivers

Apply nutrients 
and pesticides 

responsibly

 Properly inspect 
and protect

old wells

 Store bulk chemicals
such as pesticides in 

covered, dry locations

PROTECTING DRINKING WATER SOURCES ON THE FARM

 Handle fuel properly 
and have spill response 

materials on hand



Report Spills to the Ontario Spills Action Centre 1-800-268-6060 

For more information about Drinking Water Source Protection:
Otonabee Conservation

Risk Management Office
250 Milroy Drive

Peterborough, ON  K9H 7M9
705-745-5791

otonabeeca@otonabeeconservation.com
www.otonabeeconservation.com
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